
TH E B O O K O F B E S T S 34 2 0 2 6

PROFESSIONALS INVOLVED: Cody Brown, 
Bridges Brown Interiors; Bob Nussbaum; Peter 
Dodd 
Along with the rest of this home’s outside environs—
which include a pool, sport court, and outdoor kitchen—
this seating area was designed to provide a transportive 
experience for all who use it. The Zen-like covered space 
features a contemporary trellised wall, minimalist 
furnishings, and whimsical plant life, allowing for a 
moment of calm and reconnection.

Submitted by: Cody Brown, Bridges Brown 
Interiors

THE 
WINNER: 

2025 | LABL AWARDS

1 |  Submitted by: 
Ryan Burkhart, From 
the Ground Up
PROFESSIONALS 
INVOLVED: Ryan 
Burkhart, From the 
Ground Up; Chad Dorsey 
Design; SWOON, the 
Studio

2 | Submitted by: 
Lloyd Lumpkins, 
L. Lumpkins 
Architecture 
PROFESSIONALS 
INVOLVED: 
Lloyd Lumpkins, L. 

Lumpkins Architecture; 
Tony Visconti, Bella 
Custom Homes; Harold 
Leidner, Harold Leidner 
Landscape Architects

 3 | Submitted by: 
Melissa Gerstle, 
Melissa Gerstle 
Design
PROFESSIONALS 
INVOLVED: Melissa 
Gerstle, Melissa Gerstle 
Design; Texas Land Care

THE FINALISTS:

1

3

2

THE AWARD: This award recognizes an exterior living/dining area or kitchen that 
proves well-appointed spaces don’t have to be relegated to within walls. Thanks to 
advancements in performance fabrics and weatherproof materials—not to mention a 
West Coast–led charge for more indoor-outdoor living options—we get to enjoy good 
design that can withstand the elements, too. 

MOST BEAUTIFUL

OUTDOOR LIVING

READERS’ CHOICE


